
The Adventures of Robin Hood is considered a modern 
classic, and the film that launched acclaimed actor 
Errol Flynn’s stellar Hollywood career

TODAY, in 1938, The Adventures of Robin Hood premiered. Errol Flynn played the 
role of the eponymous hero, who lives in Sherwood Forest and robs the villainous 
Prince John as well as Sir Guy of Gisbourne, who have both taken over England 

while the rightful King Richard has been taken captive.

The movie is a highly celebrated 
cinematic masterpiece till date, 
and is considered one of the best 
adventure movies regardless of 
its age. In its prime, the film won 
several Academy Awards, and was 
added to the National Film Registry 
for preservation in 1995. Websites 
like Rotten Tomatoes have given it 
near perfect scores online.

Many people praise Errol Flynn’s performance and consider him a major part of the 
film’s charm. Critics often cite the final sword fight as a famous example, which is a 
series of acrobatics and clashing swords action. The few attempts to make it look like 
the characters were actually trying to hurt one another is referred to as “flynning” in 
honour of Errol Flynn, who popularised such elaborate fight sequences in Hollywood 
action films.

Today, Robin Hood is considered a “swashbuckling” film, referring to an old 
character archetype used in stories. Characters like Zorro or the Three Musketeers 
are swashbucklers, who are acrobatic sword fighting heroes defending the weak. 
While Robin Hood is not the first swashbuckler film, which is usually accredited 
to The Mark of Zorro (1920), it is still one of the most famous. Errol Flynn would 

later go on to star in several more 
swashbuckling movies that made 

u p  a  p r o m i n e n t 
Hollywood era.

stellar (adj) 恆星的
eponymous (adj) 同名的

preservation (n) 儲存
acrobatics (n) 雜技

elaborate (adj) 精心製作的
swashbuckler (n) 虛張聲勢Vocabulary

Classic adventures 
with Robin Hood
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Vocabulary autistic (adj) 自閉的
burden (n) 負擔

strike a balance (idm) 取得平衡
heartfelt (adj) 真誠的

confide (v) 傾訴
cater (v) 迎合

Caring for family with 
special needs

Personal Growth
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Dear Agony Aunt,

I have an older brother who is two years older than 

me and he is autistic. My parents expect me to look after 

him all the time. I miss out on having a normal social life 

because I have to stay home when my parents are at work. 

They tell me I’m normal and it’s my duty to take care of 

him, especially as we grow older and our parents will no 

longer be around. I feel overwhelmed with the pressure 

in my life, both present and future! Is this really fair? What 

can I do?

Warmest regards,

Chris

Dear Chris,

I understand that caring for 
your autistic elder brother can 
be difficult and overwhelming 
at times. It is natural to feel the 
burden of this responsibility 
and question its fairness. While 
it is important to recognise 
your parents’ concerns and the 
potential impact on the future, 
it is equally vital to strike a 
balance that enables you to lead a fulfilling life of your own.

Here are a few suggestions to help you navigate this situation:

1. Honest communication: Take a moment to sit down with your parents and engage 
in a heartfelt conversation regarding your emotions and concerns. It is crucial for 
them to understand the impact that such a responsibility has on your life.

2. Set boundaries: Set clear boundaries with your parents and brother. Communicate 
your needs and discuss how you can distribute responsibilities more fairly. It is 
important to find a balance that allows you to have your own life while still being 
supportive to your brother.

3. Seek support: Reach out to reliable adults, such as 
extended family members, friends or mentors, and 
confide in them about your situation. They might be 
able to offer guidance, support, or even help you 
find useful resources.

4. Explore resources: Research local support groups 
or organisations that specifically cater to the needs 
of individuals with autism and their families. 
These groups can offer guidance, 
resources, and connections to 
others who may be facing similar 
situations.

Remember, Chris, you deserve 
to have a fulfilling life and pursue 
your own goals and dreams. Take 
care of yourself, and do seek 
support when needed. You are 
not alone in this journey, and 
there are people who care 
about your well-being. Good 
luck!

Warmest regards

Your Agony Aunt
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